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‘ORIENTAL BEAUTY’ IS
REPORTED FRETTING

AT SOCIAL BARRIERS
Gossips Declare Mother-in-Law Goelet AWill

Cause Sop’s Wifc to Join Katherinc Elkins
and Dorothy Deacon in Her Losing Fight b
Force Recognition of Ultra Set—Katherine
Elkins Has Just Divorced Billy Hitt and New
York Wonders if Present Romance Will Be

; Similar,

NEW YORK, Feb. 4.,

HO‘WEVEB thos& outside its fringe may scoff at

the artificiality of society, that exclusive group,
en either continent takes itself and its formulae of
position with extreme seriousness,

That one may come to the very ¥

vim of the select circle, but not be
ahle to penetrate that line, how-
over powerful the Influence assist-
ing, has been made strikingly
ovident fa two sensational matri-
monial &sruptions in the past
weak, and rumors that a third is

|

each instance unhappiness
derived largely from the
the barrier of soclety
adamantly immovable as
Rock of Gibraltar. Each of

the women has striven with force
of personality and power of
wealth to plerce the rim and each
has been flung back with brulsed
ambition, sore heart and angered

has been
fact that
bas been
the

determination to drop e futile
ambition to attain an< unattain-
able goal

FPRINCESS' PLIGHT.

A wpectacular instance of so-
clety’s antagonism is seen in the
plight ef the Princess Radziwill,
the former Dorothy Deacon, of
Boston. BShe has Induced the
Vatican to grant an annulment
of her marriage on the grouncds
she was forced into the” match
by her ambitious mother.

It is no secret that this match
was m by the mother,
whose omresr had banned her
from social standing, and who for
years pushed an Intensive cam-
paign for reinstatement in soclety.
goal seemed to have been
achisved when she Impelled her
daughter to marry a title. But

. she reckemed without the potency

of society’® frowns, for her titled
daughter never was rqpognized
®y ber husband’'s kin as of equal
standing with him.

There s another unique angle
% this case In that the Princess
8 the wister of Gladys Deacon,
who became the Duchess of Marl-
borough when the Duke of Marl-
borough was divorced by the for-
mer Consuelo Vanderbilt. Twice
the Descon famlily has garnered
titlesa Once the quest proved

fatal to happiness. Whether the
match with the English title will

eontinue to be happy is a, subject
of wsocisty speculation that has
thus far found no negative an-
Fwar.

EATHERINE ELKINS' CASE.

Another instance of court soci-
oty’s scowls and refusals to enfold
those not born to the purple f1p
Brought to mind in the unfortunate
eutcome of the marriage of Kath-
erine Nikins, West Virginia belle,
and Willam F. (“Billy") Hitt, of
Washington, D. C. Bhe has just
obtained a divorce In Paris because
of their ineompatibility.

Those who know the couple
trace their unhappiness back to
Miss Eikine' {ll-fated romance with
the Duo 4'Abruzzi, who was barred
from marrying her by the stern
epposition of the royal family of
Raly. Hs was warned that if he
teok the girl as his wife she would
@t no social recognition at the
Itallan oourt.

Rather than go through life as
® wife without a wife's full rights
she spurned the title and married
the Amaerioan. But that romance
bas now proved to have been a
vain quest for happiness.

Theay say that events of a kind
Mppen In threes. Katherine EIl-
Rins has divoroed “Billy” Hitt. The
Princess Radziwill has obtained
an aanulment. And now the goa-
sips In society aver that Mother
Ogden Goelet shortly will witness
the separation of her son, Robert
Wilson Goelst, and the wife whose
she has

Both Goslet and the former Far-
Banda Recchl Riabouchinaky, the
dancer whose “Oriental beauty”
ereatsd a sensation when she ar-
here a fow years ago, have

there is any rift in their

i

within a few days point.
they are about to sail
with their baby on a
trip. They insist they are
tagether In utmost content,

\
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But the gossips will hdve their sig-
nificant whisperings.

The denouement of the HEikins-
Hitt match has startled society of
two é¢ontinents, ‘\for the romance
that in their union in 1913 after =
long quest of her hand by Hitt and
the Duc d'Abruzzi, made a most
absorbing narrative of persistence
and rivalry. Only finy-three
words were required to break the
tie. It is the shortest flecree on
record in Paris. It says:

“Mrs. Hitt, having legally sum-
moned her husband to reaamit her
to the gonjugal domicile, received
the reply, 'Mrs. Hitt's insistence
surprises me. I refuse to see her
again and only ask her to quit
bothering me.” This repry consti-
tutes a sufficienty grave insult
to justify granting a divorce in
favor of Mrs. Hitt."

Her demand for "readmittance to
the conjugal domicile,” 18 sald by
her friends to have been a for-
mality preliminary to filing the
divorce action.

The Radziwill denouement was
not unexpected. It had been
known almost from the start of
her married life that the former
Dorothy Deacon was unhappy. Bhe
has now convinced the Vatican
that the match was not of her voli-
tion. It is significant that close
upon the annulment it is rumored
she will marry Count Palty, of
Hungary.

As to the Goelets,
merely conjecturing.
MISS ELKINS' ROMANCE.

Probably the most famous of
thess matches was that which
ended the decade-long pursuit of
Katherine Elkins by Hitt and the
Duke. A splendid horsewoman
and formerly a belle of Washing-
ton soclety, the daughter of the
late United States SBenator Stephen
B. Elkins, of West Virginia, was
one of the mo-t prominent young
women in America. She is a sister
of SBenator Davis Elkins, of that
State. Her grandfather was the
late Henry Gassaway D'lvil. one-
time candidate for Vice-President.

William F.
known in Washington as “Billy,”
is the son of the late Representa-
tive Robert R. Hitt, of Illinois.

“Billy" Hitt is always present
at the brilllant events of the Capl-
tal. He is surely and safely en-
sconced In society’s roster. His
Is a personality that won him the
widely known nickname of “Billy”
Hitt. They like him and respect
him. But his personality and pop-
ularity have not been strong
enoygh to hold Katherine Elkins.

For years, through his youth
and the girlhood of Katherine
Elkins, he had sought her favor.
He seemed to be winning her love
when the Duc d'Abruszzi, of royal
blood and a noted sportsman, en-
tered the fleld.

THE DUKE'S WOOING.

Time and time again it was re-
ported ithat the girl was secretly
engaged to the duke. Always she
denled these rumors. And there
always came emphasis to these
denials In the fact that constantly
beside her was “Billy” Hitt where-
ever she traveled.

But two continents maintained
for ten years an Incessant specu-
latlon as to the outcome of this
thrilling quesat of her hand by thas
wealthy American and the royal
Itallan. 1t seemed there never
would be an end to the wavering
hesitance of the girl In choosing
between the two men who loved
her and for each of whom she
felt a deep affection.

Benator Elkina died In 1911,
The Washington Times learned
that a contributing factor to his
fliness waa the atress oh h' nerv-
ous system growing out’' of his
daughter's reported engagement
to the duke. Three yeass before
the Benator had glven the duke
his consent when the duke’asked
for Miss Elkins' hand,

Then cams obstacles. The duke,
elated beyond clandestine possibll-

soclety is

ity, breathed his mcret te the you. You love her,

R. Hitt, popularly '

B3

" AS IN CASES OF KATHERINE u.ms AND DOROTHY DEACON?

THE' fl}tim‘y of fighting society for adudttm to the e.wlldn ld:lnlull n&d& “turns thumbs'
"down” has been exemplified in the romances of these three women, Katherine Bikins, daugh-
ter of a Senator; Dorothy Deacon, who became Princess Radziwill,'and the second-Mrs. Robert W.
Goelet, who, it is said, has found too hard the task of breaking into society against Mother Goe-
let’s acorn. Katherine Elkins has divorced “Billy” Hitt;
nulment, and it is rumored the Goelets will part.

‘Radziwill has obtained an an-

——

Italian court. Instantly there
arose the problem of what his
wife's status would be.

Opposition to the marriage be-
came united- in the royal family.
Miss FElkins might become a
duchess, but could assume no offi-
clal standing in the court.

In vain the duke pleaded. He
found his appeals futile and came
to America to consult with
Benator.

He suggested that perhaps Miss
Elkins would be satisfied with a
title that held no official standing
for her.

*“Is that so?” cried the Senator.
“If my daughter becomes the

Duchess of Abruzzi she will be the
duchess in every sense of the word.
I don't object to & money settle-
ment, if that is required. Hut 1
want my daughter to be the wife
of the man she marries and to have
the same rights as she would in
this country. Do you catch my
meaning?"’

The duke caught his meaning.
Retorted the SBenator:

/7 "Well, see what you can do.”

The distracted suitor returned to
Rome and renewed his pleadings.
They continued In vain. The court
was inexorable. Post haste he sped
back to West Virginia. His sin-
cerity impreased Senator Elkins.
But the statesman shook his head
determinedly and sald:

“It's no use. If you love my
daughter why don't you give up
the Itallan court? Why don't you
marry here where we don't bother
about royalty? Live here as an

American. I will give you all the
money you meed. 1 will put vou
in business.! Neither you nor the

girl will Iack rnything. That's a
reasonable proposition. She loves
I want te

the

make you both happy. Think 1t
over.”

The duke accepted the amazing
problem for reflection. His heart
grappled with his head. Love
found his loyalty to the Itallan
court superior to the yearnings in
his heart. So the engagement
came to an abrupt end.

The sorrowing duke went Into

the polar regions to forget the
woes of his romance. He went
hunting. He went on crulses

with the Italian navy. He climbed
the Himalayas. He gave him-
salf up to any and every pursult
that would make him forget.
And Benator Elkins, disap-
pointed that his prospective son-
in-law should have falled to show
the bumption he hoped for and
had been willing to spurn a girl
that he might retain his social
status, thereafter declared his
daughter would marry none other
than an American. .
Senator Elkins, then n .l
health, was further gnfeebled by

the unhappy outcome of hia
daughter's love for the duke. Of
course, there was “Billy" Hitt,
but everybody, probably even

“Bllly,” lmwew that although she
was fond of both her deter-
mined suitors, It was toward the
Puo d'Abruzzi that the helress’
heart inclined.
BILLY WINS—AND LOSES.
The West Virginia belle went
to Europe chaperoned by her
mother, Hitt accompanied them.
When the two women refurned
“Billy"" was still with ¢hem.

For two years hils persevering
queat for the girl's hand and
heart continued w th neronsing
fervor and finnlly she surrcndersd

to his suit. They were married
in Ootober, 1913,

A

Mrs. Katherine
Hitt, who has just obtained
a divorce.

Elkins

“Ah, 1t will be a happy unfon,”
predicted their friends. For had
not “Billy" been the moat per-
alstent of admirers? Had he ndt
given his years and early man.
hood to his consuming determl-
nation to win Miss Flking? And
was It not that how
ever much she evas fond of the

Due d’Abruzzl, she also was quite
fond of “Billy" Hit?

evident

L

But wsoclety guessed wrong.
Thelr happiness was not prog-
longed. They had been compat-
ible as friends and principals in
a startling love game. They
found each pther incompatible
as man and wife. It proved to
be the case of a charming woman
and a popular mhn who found
that what they had interpreted
to be love was really good
friendahip and nothing more. *

Last spring Mrs. Hitt went to
Paris. Her husband did not wecom.
pany her. It had become the fash-
fon for thome of wealth and posi.
tion who seught divorces th ateal
off to France quietly and flle suit.
So it began to be whispered that
the rift in the Hitt family had be.
come an irreparable breach.

Thin time gossip proved correct.
For It was announced In Waahing-
won that the Puris courts had

granted Mrs. Hitt & divoros and .

/ that her husband had not con-

E

Now Mrs. Hitt and lu-'nm
are living in Washington. Hitt
livea not many blocks away. Both
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linked’ with thrilling romance.
Andtwiooﬁohll!oundthnhw
romances did hold

Thom-bollkdtlubﬂ-
did not have the stamina to

i

have the power to hold the heart
he had won.

The plight of Dorothy Deacon
has been of a different kind. Bhe

Dorothy Deacon i{s the daughter
of the late Edward Parker Deacon

of Boston. Long before her mar-
riage in 1910 lhg had been noted
here and abroad for her beauty.
_Prince Antoine-Albert Radziwill,
wealthy landowner of Poland, was
an ardent suitor whose adulations
found little favor with Miss Deacon
but whose desire td0 marry her won
eager approval from Mrs. Deacon.
She sprang at the chance to
garner a title for the family.
PRINCE MADLY IN LOVE.

The Prince was madly in love.
The girl was reluctant to accept
him. But her mother was insis-
tent. Members of his family had
come cloae to the pdrple of regency
in Lithuanla. To understand the
romance it may be better to go
back to another episode, one that
took place in 1877. That year in

Newport Edward Parker Deacon ’

married Florence Baldwin., BShe
waa the daughter of Rear Admiral
Charles Baldwin, Wwealthiast man
in the Navy.

In Paris Iin 1802 Deacon sus-
pected his wife of impropriety with
one Emile Abellle, a Parisian of
dwarfish stature. Deacon - shot
and killed him when he saw Abellle
enter Mrs. Deacon's room. At the
trial Mrs. Deacon declared the
olandestine 'visit innocent™of Im-
proper purpose. Deacon was sen-
tencéd to only one year. Later
he got a divbree and custody of the
four children.

His wife was ostracised. Dea.
con returned to Amerioa and talked
without restraint of the scandal,
portraying himeelf as a champion
of honor, Me was ssnfined in.a

¢ see Miss Deacon.

sanitarfum. He dled there in 1901.

the former Countess Branicka, a

upon as their sovereign by .the ex-
patriates in Italy. But Mrs. Bald-

win was progressing socially. She

was often with the I Prince
Doria. It was in Rome that, the
Prirte Radziwill and Dorothy Dea-
con met.

A very fitting match, mused the
olever Mrs. Baldwin. An oppor-
tunity to revenge h f upon the
old Princess Radziwill for her an-
tagonistic attitude.

It must have been a strategi
cally wonderful fight the girl's
mother made, for she was opposed
by the powerful hostility of the old
princess and by her daughter's un-
willingness. Yet her purposes tri-
umphed. The young couple were
married in 1910.

They were to have been united
in a London church June 22, But
when a somewhat distingulshed
crowd assembled, the principals did
not appear. It was lamely ox-
plained that the proper documents
had not been obtained. It is now
thought that the prince’'s mother
managed the delay. But they ulgi-
mately were married on July 5, in
8t. Mary's Church. Mrs. Baldwin
was conspicuously tsumphant in
her demeanor. The bride was list-
less and cold.

A LOVELESS MARRIAGE.

“A loveless marriage,” they
whispered.

And a loveless marriage it has
proved.

They are recalling incidents now
to show that it could not have'
been a marriage of love. One such
instance was noted in May, 1910
when Mrs. Baldwin and her reluc-
tant daughter lived at the okl
castle of Caprarola in Rome,

The Prince called one day to
She refused to
receive him. .

Soclety was aghast. Here was
a4 prince whose mother's fortume
was reputed to be $20,000,000.
And there was an American girl
whose family tree was marred by
a scandal that soclety had not for-
gotten and which soclety refused
to forgive. wealth proved of
little consequence. But her spurn-
ing of the Prince at that time
gained her admiration for her de-
termination,

The titled sultor's case was fur-
ther embarrassing because his
mother had threatened to cut him
off without a penny if he married
the Boston girl. Hé was depend-
ent on the allowance from the
aged Princess. .

As matters turned out he in-
herited most of her estate.

Miss Deacon's " personality im
time overcame the drawback of the
family scandal, and by degrees she
was taken in tow by members of
another high social group than the
one to which the Prineess Radsi-
will belonged. This group was
headed by the Princess San
Faustine.,

DEEMED HER INFERIOR.

But the Princess Radziwill, to
the time of her death two years
Aafter her son's marriage, ada-
mantly declined to accept her
American daughter-in-law as a
social equal. The prince himself
after the marriage, informed his
wife that she could not expect to
have the same position as he him-
self.

Quite naturally, this attitude
added fuel to the flame of her in
dignation.

Whether the Robert W. Govlets
will join the parted ceuples of
soclety is a subject of spec\l!;mon
They have denied the possibility
But there have been rumors tha!
Mrs. Goelet will sue for separa
tion. If that happens it will be
a triumph for Mrs. Ogden Goalet,
who strenuously opposed the mar
riage that brought the woman
known as “The Princess” into the
family.

HIS WIFE “0STRACIZED.”

She Is the, former Fernanda
Rocchl Riabouchinsky, second wile
of Robert W. Goelet. His first
was the very pretty Elsle Whelon,
of Philadelphia, who obtained a
divorce and became
Henry Clewn, ir.

In 1916 the passenger list of a

ship arriving here bore the names
of “Mr. a Mrs. Nicholas Ris-
bouchinsky.” She was a dashing

to be a purchasing agent for Ros
sia. He miid his art collection
was worth §1,000,000,
twenty-four and the daughter

the wife of -

-



